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'How to Celebrate the First Month of School 11 by Sandra Nye 



For those (>t us involved v\ i t h 
st iiool; September i Miks oin aii- 
nii.il nppot tuhitv loi a ne\\ hetjin- 
rtih'i;. Xs tea< hers; we appro*** h the 
openini; da\ vuth renewed eiieiRv; .1 
st lengthened m'iisc ot i ommtthient 
and »i i lesok e to ti\ to strike the pmpei 
balance between ltn ; . v.inoiis in : 
gradients ot li -ar r n r i 14 . blendim; them 
into a .mixtuie. that is Ui >th t «i ; .tv and 
n«iurish'irii». When the i iiiidren iir nvf 

With it** in en t .1 ri dsn m e 

apprehension - - itiostbi in £ with them 
a desire to please and to do tliiiit;s 
riL-ht. together we meet on that lust 
dav in our. shared hope. 

( )ne oi the ( lialleiiRes ot September 
is to keep that hope .alive, even alter 
the e\i itenienl lias tailed and some 
ot our t aretullv [prepared ( 011- 
( o( t iohs prove indices! ible. 
Out t halleru;e is to meet our 
( hildreh on the edftes ol 
their understandings and to 
move with them trom there, 
( orii irv ' ,i.i!v ej v i n t; t he i h < >ppn r- 
tunities to make their own tresh 
beginnings. 

Among the prominent people 
whi) share September "begin- 
nings" art* jane Addams, Grand- 
ma Moses, O. Hehrv, Jesse 
Owens, H. G. Weils, Mii hael 
f aradav. George Gershwin, 
Johnny Appleseed and ( OntutjiK 
Lvents ot historic al signitn arue 



that have anniversaries this month in- 
1 hide several ilisioveries: Ralboa 
( I timed the I' u iIk ( >( ean lor Spam in 
September HI 5; Juan C'abrillo en- 
tered San Diego Kav and. thus His-" 
tovered (.'alitotnia on Septent! )er JH, 
| : )-tJ; and I ien 1 v lludson, in Sep tern - 
her Mil) 1 - 1 , sailed into the river that now 
hears his name. ............ 

was iii this month that the. Pilgrims 
bt n;an iheir \ovage trom Lngl and on 
September lh, ih^M;. Nearly 2^0 veais 
(att r Abr aham I nu oln issued tin pre 
lihiinarv i manc ipation I'rix lamatioii 
(September 21, \HU*), wliit h ^l*iti'ti 
hat all persons held as slaves "shall be 
then, I bent etorwai H, and loreVei 
tiee." 
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Other September daies com- 
memorate rec orcl breaking ( ulinjry 
achievements, j he wjjrld.'s largest 
Popsicle — weighing . 75jU pou he Is 
—was made, in Haven port, Iowa, on 
September 1 ( )7"> in Australia, oil 
September J4 ot that same year, the 
world's biggest hamburger was 
exhibited --2,fi!>9 pounds ot beet 
formed into a pattv ovi r 27 feet in 
c in umference — a. record jus; broken 
this vear. (You might ask your class to 
consider some of the problems in- 
volved in the preparation b! Such 
gigantic foods, then have them think 
ot possible solutions.) 

Several recorcls of physical en • 
durance were also set this month. In 



Albuquerque, N M ,on September 18, 
jes.se Castarieda. walked 142 
miles ii n id yards in 24 hours . O n 
September .28, 1963, Giuseppe Can- 
tar e 1 1 a cV 1 1 al y set a wb r Id s | ) e ed reco rd 
on roller skates, skating 25.. 78 miles 
per hour. Your students might like to 
write arithmetic story problems based 
on these events. 

September marks bc/H the? official 
ahel the unofficial ending ot summer. 
Unofficially,, the. season ends with 
Labor Day, a holiday honoring Ameri- 
can workers. Autumn officially begins 
-*t A 4b a hi ESTon September 21 The 
month also; holds two well-known 
Jewish holidays this year: Rosh Ha- 
shanah, the begin n ng of the Jewish 
New Year, falls on September 17; and 
Yom Kip pur, the Jewish Dav of Atone- 
ment, occurs on September 26. 

Events and Act : vitjcs 
September 11: In PJ71, Penny, a 
Rhode Island Red owned by Treena 
White of England, laid seven eggs. 
Many ..children may not recog- 
nize Penny's feat as unusual: Can 
anyone in your class explain the 

• ' normal laying habits of chickens? 
. _ This might be a good time? to in- 

• itiate an investigation into t lie kinds 
ot foods that come trom farm ani- 
mals, and how those foods get 

from the farm to the consumer. 
Have students make poste 5 
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WHAT'S SPECIAL 

li nntmiH'ti in mi )uik*f » / ' 

ot their (inclines, tracing t hf larm-to- 

supermarket path; 

September 1 1: Hie iirst Suhdav follow- 
ing Labor Day. is (irandparents Day. 

Discuss wiili children tin* reasons 
why this hofidav was created, jalk 
about ways veiling people* can show 
appreciation tor grandparents and 
other bUli»r people who are important 
to them.. VVhai are some good activi- 
ties c liildreh and older people c an do 
together?. 

Have older students work in small 
groups to figure out this problem: It 
a generation is M) years, and ii \ou 
could invite to a tamilv reunion all 
ot vour ancestors (parents grand- 
parents, great-grandparents, etc ) 
from the time the Pilgrims Lincled in 
U)l\) to tin* present, how many people 
would you have to invite? 

Have the groups compare their 
answers and their methods to- gelling 
the answers. It Hie students enjoy the 
activity; look lor.acopvolA/y fin ck ya n I 
Ihstorv Honk bv Dav id VVi it/mari 
(Little, Brown, 1975) lor related ideas 
and prbjel ts. 

September 14: in 1752, Great Britain 
adopted the Gregorian calendar. 

Because the Julian calendar; which 
the Britons had been using prior to the 
Gregorian ( hangeover; was 1.1 clays 
off, Parliament ruled that the clay lol : 
lowing September 2 .would be Sop- 
i e m I) e r 1 4 . The r u I i n g c a u s e clan 
uproar among the British people, who 
felt c h ea t eel ot 1 1 days. pise uss the 
incident with your students. Do they 
feel the Britons were usiitiecl in their 
anger^ Why or vvhv i\uU What would 
be your students' ret ctibn if the U.S. 
government ruled thti* t lie day toljow- 
m R September M woli'd be Septem- 
ber. 2fV. What odier 11 -J w . periods 
during the year would students partic - 
ularly miss? Are there any periods they 
would eliminate for one 1 year' 

September 16: Today is National Play- 
Do h Dav, c bhiniehibrating the intro- 
duction ot Piay-.Dohin i.955. 

The following is a simple recipe tor a 
soft clay that can be used over and 
over again tor all sorts ot prop c ts You 
might let vour class clo the mixing 
while ; you take care ot heating the oil 
and cooking. You might also divide 
the recipe in half bete ire adding the 
coloring; and use two difterent colors. 
l\ T oil 4 t cream of tartar 

4 c flour 4 c water 

2 c salt food coloring 

H ea t t he oil in a pan over medium 
heat Mix all other, ingreclienis well 
and pour into the hot oil. Stir over 
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medium heat until the mixture pulls 
awav from tin. 1 sides ot the pan form 
ingaball Let c ool slightly then knead 
Store in p Lis t ic c ontainers, 



September 19: In 1 ( J2fi;. Steamboat 
IV'/ie, the first animated sound car| 
toon, premiered in New York City: It 
starred Mickey Mouse. 

Prepare a model job-application 
form and give vour children this as- 
signment: You're Mickev Mouse and 
\ow re Irving to get a job in the 
mo vies,. What are your qualifications^ 
What about vou would appeal to 
moviegoers?. List two references 
(Donald Duck might be one), and 
write a. few sentences telling what 
each might say about you. 

Have the children conduct a class 
scirvev to find but Who their favorite 
cartoon characters are. Based on their 
survey results, who would they pre- 
clict to be the entire schools favorite' 
How many children do they think 
would name this character as a favor- 
it er 4 Have them check their predictions 
by polling the school. 

September 23 Today is the autumnal 
ecjuinox, when the sun rise-, direc tly in 
the east at the equator and sets cli : 
rectly in the west ,. causing a. clay with 
equal hours ot light and dark 

Beginning on this clay in the nor- 
thern hemisphere, the days Will grow 
shorter and cooler, and the earth will 
u n d e r g c ) changes" — some subtle 1 , 
some dramatic. To encourage chil- 
dren's awareness ot the changes in 
:he natural world, have them keep na- 
ture journals. For a few weeks, 
s u g ge s I I t h at t lye y writ e d a i ly ace o u n t s 
of the things they observe — animals, 
plants constellations I -lave them 
keep calendars on which, they draw 
the moon as they set it each nrght. and 
on which they record each day's high 
and low temperatures, as well as the 
times of sunrise and sunset. (This in- 
formation is in the newspaper ) When 
the period of record keeping is over, 
have them graph the temperatures 
arid .the times pi sunrise and sunset. 
Dei the graphs help them visualize the 
changes taking place in autumn? 

September 24: This is the day when the 
world's largest. hamburger was exhib- 
ited in Australia in l'J75 Help your 
c hildren to. comprehend how big a 
2,K5M-pciund hamburger is with these 
activities: 

The hamburger's circumference 
was about 27 feet. With your class, 
find a way to make a c irele this size on 
ihe playground, 

Figure out how many quarter- 



pounders. coulci be made from 2,859 
pounds of neat Fhen figure out how 
many iwimburgers. that .would, be. for 
each child in die class. If the children 
had one hamburger each for .lunch 
every day, how long would it take 
them to eat all their hamburgers? 

News update: A record-breaking 
3 , 5 9 1 - p o u n cl h a m b u r gc ; r (16 f e et 
across) was cooked and devoured last 
june in Rutland, N.D. 



September 25: September is a 
noteworthy month for newspaper'" In 
jfVifj; Puhfick Occurances, Both 
foreign and Domestic e the jrrst news- 
paper published in America, made its 
only appea ranee Its publisher s stated 
intention was to expose people who 
started false rumors; authorities in 
Boston suppressed the paper immedi- 
ately. Almost a century later, in 17fi4, 
America's first daily newspaper, ihe 
Pennsylvania Packet and Daily Adver- 
tiser began publication; and. 67 years 
alter that, the first copy ot The New 
York Times was issued, in 1851. 

If you're interested in making news- 
paper reading a part of your curricu- 
lum, here's one way to structure the 
activitv Divide the class into groups 
of four and explain that each group 
will be responsible for finding tour dif- 
ferent, kinds of ne .'s stories — one 
describing a national event, one an 
event of local significance, one focus- 
ing on a person or persons {human 
interest), and one sports or entertain- 
ment item. Fach group member then 
looks for one newspaper story that fits 
one of the to ti r categories, reads it, 
and. explains it to the other members 
ot the group, being prepared to an- 
swer any quest ions tfiat may arise. Fol- 
lowing discussion of the*, stories; the 
group members prepare brief written 
summaries .of their stories to be pre- 
sented to the class. 

For younger children, choose 
easy-to-c comprehend news std/ies to 
read aloud and discuss. Or have 
youngsters prepare a "news c hart" of 
dailv ac tivities and events in the c lass, 
and keep each clay's record to provide 
reading material throughout the 
yea r. ■ 

Sandra Nye is an elementary school 
teacher in West ttahylon, N V, and is 
on the faculty of tfie teaming 
Institute. 



Beginning next issue, a regular 
learning department will provide 
you and your students with ideas 
and activities lor celebrating the 
month. 
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BY SANDRA NYE 

What's so special about October? Or 
January or April or any other month of 
the year for that matter? Each month 
provides the chance 'or a fresh start 
in your classroom, a new beginning 
for you and your students. It is also 
a package of significant dates to 
celebrate and learn about 

-How To Celebrate October" begins 
with an overview that provides an 
insight. into what makes this month 
special, following the overview are 
additional dates and ideas for class- 
room learning activities. 

A took at October 

October is a month of dramatic natu- 
ral changes .n many parts of our 
country It s a time when leaves turn 
from shades of green to warm, bril- 
liant colors of autumn, and when _ 
migratory birds fly south. Introduce 
this month of changes by helping your 
children prepare a bulletin board of 
information about bird migrations. In- 
cluce a map showing the major fly- 
ways of North American birds; along 
with illustrations of the kinds of birds 
that use each route tocate the winter 
destinations of these birds and graph 
the distances that various birds travel. 

October is al so the harvest month, 
when farmers rush to gather their 
crops before the first frost occurs Ap- 
ples, corn and pumpkins are tnree au- 
tumn harvest crops that receive special 
recognition in October Pumpkins, 
of course, figure prominently in Hal- 
loween festivities, and this is both 
National Popcorn Poppm' Month and 
National Apple Month. 

Two major holidays fall in October: 
Columbus Day. celebrated on Octooer 
11 this year, and Halloween, on Sun- 
day. October 31. October 31 Ms also 
the day that clocks are turned back, 
an hour, as daylight savirtg time ends 
and standard time resumes. 

Events and Activities 

October 1: National Popcorn Poppm* 

Month begins today 

Popcorn was known thousands of 
years ago to the Indians of both _ _ 
Americas An Indian named Quade- 
quina took a deerskin bag filled with 
popped corn to the Pilgrim s f rst 
Thanksgiving celebration 

Read yo ur c'ass The Popcorn Book 



by forme de Paola (Hohda/ House, 
1978): It gives. a brief history of pop- 
corn along with the reason popcorn 
pops. Present some statistics about 
the expansion of popcorn kernels 
(white corn pops to about 25 times its 
original size; yellow corn to about 32 
times, although there's a special yel- 
low variety that expands to about. 44 
times its original size] Then involve 
your class in some. estimating. 

Set out Va cup of unpopped corn 
and three containers of distinctly dif- 
ferent sizes Have the children predict 
which.of tne containers the. corn will 
fill once it is popped, based on the in- 
formation oreviously discussed. (Work 
th:s out beforehand so you'll have a 
container of the right capacity.) 

October 12: Today the World Series is 
scheduled to begin 

Take advantage of the annual pre- 
occupation with baseball and baseball 
players to explore basic interviewing 
techniques Throughout the series, en- 
courage students to read and listen to 
interviews of baseball players. 

Following a discussion of inter- 
viewing techniques, set up_a. situation 
in which one student poses as a oa.se- 
ball player wm I e a not her •student-inter- — 
views him or her (or you pose as the 
player, if that seems more appro- 
priate). Give the interviewing children 
time to brainstorm questions before- 
hand During theinterview. those 
being questioned can make up fanciful 
answers: but they shouldn't give 
away any more information than the 
questions call for. 

October 15: Today is World Poetry 
Day. chosen in honor of Vergil, the 
Roman poet born m 70. B.C. 

Plan with your class id illustrate and 
tape a selection of poems to present in 
commemoration of Poetry Day. Divide 
the class into small groups, and as- 
sign each group the task of contribut- 
ing one humorous poem and one 
serious poem to the collection 

Assemble a wide range of poetry 
forms arid sources Over a period of 
several days, set aside a time f or the 
groups to read through some of the 
sources of appealing poems 

Ask the children to discuss the 

poems they' ve chosen . What words or 



phrases most vividly create pictures or 
evoke feelings? How might these jm-. 
ages or sensations be illustrated? Fol- 
lowing this discussion period, have 
the children illustrate their poems 

Next have the groups choose two 
members among them to read and 
tape-record their two selections. After 
the groups have completed their lus- 
trations and taping, they're ready to ■ 
come together for a whole class 
poetry presentation, with one student 
displaying tne illustrations as the 
tapes play. The presentation might be 
welcomed in other classes as well. 

October 20: On this Sate in 1967, 
Roger Patterson photographed a Crea- 
ture that he claimed was a Bigfoot. 

Hold a discussion about Bigfoot, 
the toch Ness Monster, and other 
such elusive Creatures that people 
purport to have seen but for which 
there is no proof of existence. Do your 
children believe these creatures are 
real? If so, do they find such creatures 
frightening? 

Although most children are prob- 
ably not afraid of these particular 

creatures, they likely have other fears 
they might want to talk about. What 
- are-some-O.Uhe-fears your students 
have? Do they know how or why they 
acquired them? How do they handle 
them? Does understanding a fear help 
alleviate it? Are there some. fears they 
believe they'll outgrow? 

October 27: Today is the birthday of 
Theodore Roosevelt, born in 1858. 

Roosevelt was a hanter. After an 
occasion on which he refused to shoot 
a bear cub, a cartoonist drew a. picture 
that gave_a toy maker an idea The toy 
maker Morris Michtom. and hir wife., 
designed a stuffed bear on which they 
hung a sign reading "Teddy's Be_ar._"_._ 

Invite younger children to celebrate 
Roosevelt's birthday by bringing a fa- 
vorite stuffed animal to school tet 

them talk about their animals, draw 

pictures of them, and write stories with 
tineir. animals as central characters 
Read them Corduroy by'Don Freeman 
(Viking, 1968; Penguin, 1976). ■ 



Sandra Nye is an elementary school 
teacher in West Babylon. NX, andis 
on the faculty of the Learni ng institute. 
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What's so special about November? Or 
January or April or any other month of 
the year for thai matter? Each month 
provides the chance for a fresh start 
in your classroom, a new beginning 
for you and your students.. It is also 
a package of significant dates to 
celebrate and learn. about. 

'How To Celebrate November" begins 
with an' overview that provides an 
insight into what' makes this month 
special. Following the overview are 
additional dates and ideas for class- 
room learning activities. 

A took at November 

November's traditionally gray, chilly 
weather may not inspire one to take to 
the skies, but November is Aviation 
History Month, marking the bicenten- 
nial anniversary of aeronautical ex- 
periments done in i 782 by Joseph 
Michel and Jacqaes fet'enne Montgol- 
fier brothers who i\_\\ec* faor c and 
paper bags withiiot air and smoke to 
make them rise Their experiments led 
to the invention of the hot-air balloon, 
the firsi airplane and the entire sci- 
eoce of aviation. On November 21, 
1 783, only a year after the Montgol- 
tiers' first experiments, Jean-Frangois 
Pilatre de Rozier and the Marquis 
Francois Laurent d'Ariandes became 
the first men to fly. when they ascend- 
ed tc a height of about 3,000 feet 
above Paris in a Montgolfier hot-air 
ba I loon. Thei r flight lasted more than 
20 minutes and covered a distance of 
more than 5 miles. 

On November 14, 1889. Nellie Bly. 
a young reporter (whose real name 
was Elizabeth Cochrane);, set cut. to 
beat_the around-the-world [ravel time 
of Phileas Fogg, the hero. of Jules 
Verne's science-fiction adventure 
Around the World in 80 Days. She was 
successful in this endeavor, complet- 
ing her journey, in 72 days, 6 hours. 1 1 
minutes and 14 seconds (See the 
November 14 entry in the Events and 
Activities section.) 

John Philip Sousa, Marie Curie 
Mark Twain (Samuel eiemens), Daniel 
Boone, Robert Louis Stevenson 
Robert Fulton, touisa May Alcott, . ... 
A b i g a i ! Ad a i m is a nd Wi nst o n C hli rchill 
are among the famous people with 
N bye m b e r birth days. Its also the 
birthday month of Garlo torenzini 



(known as Carlo Collodi), the Italian 
author of the Adventures of 
Pinnochio. 

November 21. 1815, was the 
birthday of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, - 
president of the National Woman Suf- 
frage Association, which was formed 
in 1869 with the purpose of securing 
for women the right to vote: This .rLght 
was finallyjgranted m August 1920 
with ratification of the Nineteenth. 
Amendment Women voted in their 
first presidential election the following 
November, 

Evcr»ts_and Activities 
November 6.; James Naismith the in- 
ventor of basketball, was born on this 
dale in 1 861 . 

Naismith was a physical education 
instructor at Springfield LCo liege in 
Massachusetts: Asked by the head of 
his department to devise an active 
game that could be played indoors 
during winter months, Naismith 
tacked.two peach baskets to the gym 
balcony divided his players into two 
teams of nine each and provided a 
soccer ball for play Since that first 
game in 1891 the equipment and 
rules of basketball have changed con- 
siderably, and the game nas grown 
into one of Americas favorite sports. 

Give your children some practice in 
both shooting baskets and applying 
arithmetic skills. Use wadded paper 
for a basketball and a wastebasket as 
a goal Pair younger children while 
One child shoots baskets; the other 
keeps score : 2 points per basket 5 
shots (or whatever other numbers you 
wish). Have older students determine 
the percentage of baskets made in 10 
shots. : 

November 7= The Museum of Modern 
Art opened in New. York City in 1929. 

One of the developments of modern 
art, dating from_experiments. made by 
such artists as Picasso and Braque in 
the early 1 900s is the collage a pic- 
ture or design created by gluing 
pieces of paper or other materials 
onto a surface. 

Let your children experiment with 
this art form by making collages with 
an autumn or Thanksgiving theme. 
Children can work individually or in 
small groups, cutting pictures from 



magazines, to create collages show- 
ing things for which they re thankful. 
Or: to commemorate the harvest 
season, they might try the foHowirig 
procedure: 

Brush a piece of white tagboard 
with rubber cement and apply pieces 
of colored tissue paper to create a 
background representjng the earth, 
sky and farm buildings: Then apply . 
glue in rows on the g rc u rid ar e a , and 
press on dried foods such as corn, 
rice, beans and seeds to represent 
growing crops: 

November 8: National Sp'it Pea Soup 
Week begins today 

Relieve the bleakness of Novem- 
ber's weather, and provide the 
children with some experience in • 
planning, organizing and cooking: en- 
joy a meal of split pea soup with your 
class. The recipe given below, accom- 
panied by milk, bread an d butter, 
should serve 10 to 12 children. 

With these figures in mind have 
children determine how much of each 
ingredient they'll need in order to 
make soup for. the class, as well as. 
the amount of bread, butter and milk 
they will need. After pricing each item 
at a supermarket (perhaps someone 
will. donate cloves, bay leaves, salt. _ 
and the vegetables), students are to 
figure out the total cost of the food, 
and the amount of money each per- 
son, needs to contribute to cover jis 
cost. Have them determine the jobs - 
involved in preparing, cooking, serv- 
ing and cleaning up, and let them 
decide who will do what 

To make split pea soap for 10 to 12, 
y o u wi II n e ed: 1 I b . sp ! it pea s, well 
washed; 1 meaty ham bone; 2 quarts 
wafer 1 whole onion, stuck with two 
cloves; 1 rib celery; 2 carrots, sliced; 
2 garlic cloves; 1 bay leaf; salt to 
tasie. . 

Combine all ingredients except 
salt and bring to a boil Cover the pot 
tightly reduce heat and cook for 2 
hours stirring occasionally Remove 
and discard the garlic, onion and - 
cloves. Cut off and dice the meat from 
the ham bone. Salt to taste: 

Make the soup a day ahead; if it 
thickens too much overnight, thin with 
water or mjlk when reheating 

Students should also know that 
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occasions each as Split Pea Soup 
Week exis| for commercial purposes 
and are generally sponsored by an 
association. 

November 11: Veterans Day 

Originally, Veterans Day was known 
as Armistice Day;_because it.iwas the 
anniversary oi the signing of the armi- 
stice in 1918, which ended World War 
j It was a d_a_y_°! remembrance for all 
those who had given their lives in the 
war In 1954, President Eisenhower 
signed a bill calling for recognition of 
the dead of World War tl and of the 
Korean War as weil. Today we ob-.. 
serve Veterans Day by honoring all 
men and women who have served in • 
our armed forces, 

Develop with your children a list of 
guestions t^ey d like to ask a war vet- 
eran T K en either invite someone to _ 
your class to answer the questions, or 
tet children who know people who 
have served in wars conduct inter- 
views to report on to the class. 

November 14: Nellie Bly sails from 
New York in 1889 to beat the Around 
the World in 80 Days record of Jules 
Verne's hero Phileas Fogg 

Bly s attention grabbing feat is ripe 
for research. Have students first 
brainstorm all the modes of transpor- 
tation available to the 22-year-old 
newspaper reporter in 1889 (Remind 
children, if necessary, that the _ 
airplane had not yet been invented ) 
Then have students conduct research 
to find out just what kinds of transpor- 
tation Bly did use to accomplish her 
venture. (This w II likely lead to further 
research, since few students will know 
what a jmnkisha or a sampan is ) Fi- 
nally, ask students tc create illustra- 
tions showing all the different modes 
of transportation Nellie Bly used. 

November 15: Word Banishment 
Nominations will be accepted for. one 
month, beginning today, by the Uni 
corn Hunters of take .Superior State 
College in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. 

Words to be nominated are those 
that people jee^are misused over- 
used and abused. Have students .. 
compjle a list of words they feel fall 
into these categories. (You might give 
them some suggestions to get Jhem 
started thinking.) Then have them 
consider substitutes that are fresher 
and more precise in meaning by 
using a dictionary and thesaurus En- 
courage them to avoid using the 
' banished ' words in their speaking 
and wjiting, and to use m stead the 
substitute words and other phrases 
thev feel are" ho t so time worn. 



November 21 : The Mother_6oose_ _ 
Parade is held today in EjCajon^Calif. 

Read aloud some Mother Goose 
rhymes to your children. Then help 
them develop a rhyming, dictionary. -.. > 
Give small §_roupsof children several •„ 
words for which they are to. think of 
rhyming words When they have all 
the words they can think of, help them 
check the spellings. Then have them • ; 
copy the_words on. pages for their.dic- 
tionary. Can they find patterns in the* 
spelling of words that rhyme with . 
each other? t ' i 

November 25: Thanksgiving Day. - • "\ 

The Pilgrims seem to have begun 
the American practice of celebrating • 
Thanksgiving with a feast, (At least 
one group of colonists observed 
Thanksgiving before the Pilgrims did,* 
but their observance was strictly reliV 
gious and involved no feasting ) 
Today a holiday meal with family or .'■ 
friends is a tradition for most of us, •/ 
Discuss with children the ways their . 
families generally celebrate _.__ B 
Thanksgiving: WhaLother traditions ; 
do they celebrate? Do some children 
have traditions peculiar to .their own 
fa mi I i es; a nd jf _so , how did these 
traditions begin? Talk about the . . 
val'iepf traditions to families and to ^ 
nations; 

November 26: On this date in 1716, • 
the first lion shown in America was ex- 
hibited in Boston. 

Begin a study about animals typi- 
cally, found in zoos. Provide younger 
chjldren with picture books showing • 
these animals. and, using a map, ___ - ; 
show the children where each of the ■■ 
different animals comes from. Then let . 
them create their own zoo, osing clay. ; 

• to model the animals, 1 and small __. . 

building blocks or stones to structure 
enclosures i 

Older children could discuss the 
practice of keeping animals in tradi- 
tional zoos and in wiJdUfe parks, like *; 
the San Diego.Wild Animal Park. How- 
do they feel about it? What regula- \ 
ti o ns are the re to protect these . . :' ; 
animals in the wild? . __ y-V 

Everybody would probably enjoy Iff 
Ran the Zoo by Dr. Seuss (Random . .. 
•House, 1950). Ge'atd McGrew; the^:: 
boy in the story, thinks the animals or- 
dinarily seen in zoos are dull, so he 
creates his own outrageous a_nimals , 
to populate McGrew's zoo. Have ._..«' ' 
children invent animals, name them - 
and explain what makes them 
extraordinary. ■ ''f 



Sandra Nye is an elementary school 
teacher in West Babylon. NX 
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BY SANDRA NYE 

IV h a * ': i r» o s ;.; o c / t "J / 1 1 »>o l; t Januat y ' ? O r 
March or April or any other month Of 
the year for thfit nutter? tzach month 
provides the chance for a hush start 
in your classroom, a how beqirinmt-j 
for you find your student:, It is also u 
puck a g e of sign i fie. int da 1 b s t o 
celebrate ond learn about. 

"How To Celebrate January" begins 
with an overview ttitt provider an 
ih'jiKjht into what makes this month 
special Following the overview are 
additional dates and ideas tor class- 
room learning activities 

A Look at January 

Even in ancient times, when years 
were measured .by ouch natum: phe- 
nomena as the flooding of the Nile or 
the run of the salmon, rather than with 
calendars, the new year was a cause 
for celebration But not until early in 
this century, by which time most 
countries had adopted the Gregorian 
ca'endar. did everyone begin 
celebrating trie new year on the same 
date. Today; notwithstanding special 
new year celebrations based on other 
calendars (the Jewish Rash Hasrin- 
nah, for example, or the Chinese New 
Year), January 1 is .observed 
worldwide ds New Year's Day Inves- 
tigate with your class past and pres- 
ent ways of greeting the new year 
Suggest to students tnat they use the 
library and that they talk with relatives 
and neighbors 

During the coming year, the earth 
will travel about 583.416.000 mi.es in 
its elliptical path around the sun. an 
average distance of 1 . 598.400 mnes 
per day Figure how many miles the 
e a rth t ra t ve I s jdc i r_ hou r. per rni r ■ _u j e. p e r 
second. Then, using a road map; lo- 
cate two familiar places (your town 
and a well-known city, for example) 
that are about the same distance 
apart as the distance the earth travels 
in one second Ask students to imag- 
jrj traveling between these two 
places in just one second. 

Amelia Ear hart didn't travel at 
earl's dizzying speed when she 
made first splo.f.iight by a woman 
across t he Pacific Ocean on January 
l.i,. 1935 (.from Honolulu to Oakland, 
Calif ), but her feat was nonetheless . 
impressive. Other January firsts for 
women: On January 23. 1849; 



ni, : 'abeth blrjckweii earned her M.D.. 
oecommg the first woman physician 
in America in the area of politics, 
Nellie Ross became the first woman 
governor, in ..Wyoming, on January 5, 
1925 Seven years later, Hat tie 
Caraway of Arkansas became the first 
woman to be elected a U.S. senator. 

Bi r thciays in January include those 
of two men important to children's 
literature Jacob Grimm, who with his 
brother. VViiheim. collected and re- 
Corded German fairy tales and 
Charles Perrault. who collected and 
retold Tales of Mother Goose. Read 
several of these tales to students.. Let 
younger students act them out. Older 
students might try their hands at 
rewriting a few fairy tales, updating 
them to the present. 

Events and Activities 
Janaary 1 : New Year's Day 

Traditionally. January 1 is a day for 
making resolutions. Benjamin Franklin 
(whose oirthday was January 1 7, by 
the way) summed up the feeling most 
of us have toward resolutions when he 
said. "Good resolutions are easier 
made than executed." When your 
class reconvenes for the new year, 
discuss Franklin's observation and 
encourage students to talk about their 
expenen ,es in trying to set goals and 
acniev^ them. Ask each child to write 
one resolution for the coming year. 
Put the resolutions aside. Once, or 
twice before the month is over, have 
children .evaluate their progress in 
keeping their resolutions. 

January 3: The waxed Paper drinking 
straw was patented, in 1 888. 

Give. young children straws and 
cups or wdter for experimenting. Have 
them suck.water through their straws 
and try to figure out why they re able 
to do this Do they know why blowing 
through a straw into the water pro : 
■ duces bdbbles 9 If they sack their 
straws into the water and cover the 
tops with~lrYe7r fingers, why. does the 
water remain in the straws 9 Why does 
it faij out when they remove their 
fingers 9 

Older children can use straws to in- 
vestigate principles of construction 
Messing Around With Drinking Straw 
Construction by Bernie Zubrpwski 



(Little, Brown, 1981 ) puts children in 
the role of prpolem solvers as they 
bu id models of houses and bridges^ ■ 
then test them to determine where 
braces should be added to provide 
stability and strength. 

January 5: Today is George Washing- 
ton Carver Day. celebrated in memory 
of Carver's death in 1943: 

The son of a slave woman owned by 
Moses Carver during the Civil War, the 
mu I tit aj e n it ed a nd ind ustri o u s George 
Washington Carver grew up to be- 
come an internationally known _ _ _ 
agricultural chemist; Among his other 
acc om plishments . he was respons ibl e 
for the development of over 300 prod- '* 
u c t s der i y ed from pea nut s. and for 
changing the agricultural patterns of 
the South . 

To honor this famous scientist, tell 
or read his life story (a simply told ver- 
sion is Aliki s A Weed Is a Flower The 
Life of George Washington Carver 
| P rent ice - Hall, 1 965]). And if you h aye 
access to a blender or food processor, 
make peanut butter to spread on 
crackers for a celebratory snack; Ycu 
can eithe r b I en d the peanuts a To n e or, 
for a smoother consistency, blend one 
tablespoon of oil with each Cup and a 
half of peanuts. 

January 12: On January 12. 1879, 
glass bottles were first used for milk 
delivery. 

Have students find but how milk 
was delivered before this date In 
what different ways is it packaged 
today? Discuss the issue. of refund- 
able versus nonrefundable containers. 

Packaging has become a major 
consideration in the merchandising of 
modern-day products. Packages are 
designed not just to hold products, 
but t o s el I t h em. H aye s t u d e n t s c o II ect 
an .ifisortment of packages from items 
p u r c h a sed j u th e s ujoe r market. Jo i rye 
small groups of students several dif- 
ferent packages in which the same 
basic product is sold (one group 
might have cereal boxes, another 
juice cans, another frozen-food pack- 
ages etc.). and ask them to rank the 
packages in order of their appeal. 
What is it about various packages that 
attracts people 9 Do students think 
these features indicate anyth ing 
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about the quality of the oroducts in- 
;.^side? On what basis do they select a 
i'; product — packaging, price, media 
^' ■advertising, comparison of label infor- 
• J.ma t i o n , o r o t h e r f act b r s ? 
r>> As a foiiow-up activity, have 
.'"children collect and bring to school 
I; for one week all the supermarket 
^packaging they feel is unnecessary 
. for preserving a product in a clean, 
'.safe condition. 

January 15; Martin Luther King, Jr. 
.was born in Georgia on January 15, ' 
''1929. 

In 1964 Martin Luther King was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
efforts to secure equal civil rights for 
all Americans. Discuss with students 
the discrimination that prompted the 
movement King led: Read and talk 
about ihese words from the famous 
.speech he delivered in Washington, 
D.C.Jn _196_3j still haye a dream It 
■is a dream deeply rooted in the Amer- 
ica n dre am. I have a dre am that one 
. day this nation will rise Qp and live 
1 out the true meaning of its creed, 'We 
' hold these truths to be self-evident, 
■ that all men are c reated equal.' " 

To help older students understand, 
.something of the emotional impac[of 
'. prejudice and its effect on people's 
"lives, read them Mildred D: Taylor's 
Newbery Award-winning book Roll of 
Thunder. Hear My Cry (Dial, 1976). 
(Also, see this month's Learning 
posters,) 

January 18: A A Milne author o' 
Winnie-the-Pooh, was born in England 
;]n1882: 

i When Piglet a ske d Pooh what was 
the first thing he said to himself when 
, he awoke in the mo rni n g , Pooh a n - 
swered, "What's for breakfast?" 
•Celebrate today in true-Poo h fash ion 
by preparing a simple meal together 
from The Pooh Cook Book ^by Virginia 
H. Ellison (Dell, 1975). In addition to 
recipes, the book contains readmg 
selections, mostly about food, that 
■Children might take turns reading 
aloud either before or after the meal. 



January 23: Today is National Hand- 
writing Day, observed on John Han- 
cock's birthday, 

ff Do your children know who John 



Hancock was. ,md why a signature 
came to be known as a John 
Hancock? 

The Monday following National 
Handwriting Day might be a good day 
to consider our two principal systems 
of writing: print and cursive (Italics 
although used less commonly, should 
also be mentioned ) Take a poll to see 
which system students prefer. What 
are some reasons for using cursive 
over print? (If speed is mentioned, 
have students devise an exercise to 
test the two systems for speed:) What 
are the benefits of print over cursive? 
If students are divided in theii prefer- 
ences, let them debate the question 
of whether or not everyone should be 
required to learn both writing systems. 

January 24* El sabeth Achelis 
creator of The World Calendar was 
born in 1880. 

_ Calendars have iong been a matter 
of concern to those interested m hav- 
ing things run in as orderly a fashion 
as possible. Calendar reform advo- 
cate Elisabeth Achelis devised a 
calendar she felt would clear up the 
rri udd le caused by our present calen- 
dar, with its months of varying lengths 
and its floating holidays Her calendar 
is divided into four quarters; with the 
first month in each quarter having 31 
days and the olher two months having 
30 days each The calendar ha_s ex 
actly 52 weeks (3.64. days), with an ex- 
tra day at the end of December, called 
Worldsday. to be celebrated as an in- 
ttviKirorial holiday During leap years, 
another Worldsday is added at the 
<jnd of June. Every year begins oh 
Sunday; and holidays birthdays — all 
dates, in fact — fall on the same day 
every year Obtain a copy of The 
World Calendar" and see how your 
students feel about it Dp they foresee 
the_world adopting it one day? 

This Boofr Is About Time a Brown 
Paper Schdol Sook by Marilyn Burns 
(Little, Brown, 1978), contains, in ad- 
dition to .'The World Calendar," a 
wea It ho f fasci na ti n g in for ma tion 
about calendars and time in 
general. ■ 

Sandra Nye is an elementary school 
teacher in West Babylon, NY, and is 
on the faculty of the Learning Institute. 




BY SANDRA NYE 

What s so vpe'cia) about February * Or 
March or April or any otfier month of 
the year for that matter * Each month 
provides the chance for a fresh start 
in your classroom, a new beginning 
for you arid your students. It is also a 
package of significant dates to 
celebrate, and learn about. 

"How To Celebrate February begins 
with an overview that provides an 
insight into what makes this month 
special: Following the overview are 
additional dales and ideas for class- 
room learning activities. 

A Look at February 

February is a month to focus on 
birthdays. Along with Abraharn Lin- 
coln and George Washington, many 
other, note wo r t hy p eo pi e were bo r n 
this month; Students might prepare a 
who s who of F e br u a r y : bo r n men and 
women, providing brief biographical 
s ke t c h e s f o r e ac h entry. 
•■ The entries mighLinclude: Goper- 
ni cus. Gal ileo and Cha r I e s Darw i h . 
three men whose scientific theories . 
unsettled and reshaped our views of 
the world; Horace Greeley, a journalist 
who. in the 1800s. still saw the West 
as a land of promise and (popular- 
izing a phrase coined in 1851 by an 
Indiana ne.wspaperman) advised the 
jobless of New York City to '"go west, 
young man"; Susan B. Anthony, advo- 
cate for women's right to vote; and 
Ralph Nader, consumer advocate. 

As February has been designated 
Afro-American History Month, it's an 
appropriate time to study black 
Amenca_ns_born this montrv They in- 
clude singer Marian Anderson, W.E.B. 
DuBois : Hank Aaron and Langston 
Hughes: Hughes, a poet, wrote these 
words Hold fast to dreams/For if 
dreams die/Life is a broken-winged 
bird/That cannot fly. u Let children dis- 
cuss what they think Hughes meant,, 
and invite them to tell what "dreams" 
they have: . 

Valentines Day is a big February at- 
traction. Before the day arrives, let . 
your class plan its celebration. Tomie 
de Paolas book Things To Make and 
Do for Valentine's Day (Watts, 1976) 



might be helpfal, it explains and il- 
lust'atcs how to m ike valentine , 
usmy Styrofoam prints, how to make a 
valentine mailbnq and how to make 
presents from baker's clay. It also con- 
tains riddles and tongue twisters vvith 
a valentine theme 

Events antLActivities: 

February 9: The U.S. Weather Bureau 

was established in 1870. 

Lonq^before there were profes- 
sional meteorologists to predict the 
weather people relied on ail sdrls of 
signs in the natural. world for deter- 
mining what kind of weather lay 
ahead. Sometimes they composed 
verses based on their observations 
and predictions, and although some 
of these verses are groundless; others 
are based on scientific truth. 

Read your class A January Fog Will 
Freeze a Hog, edited by Hubert David 
(Crown. 1977). and discluss its 
weather folklore, [n addition to its 3D 
verses, it has notes explaining the 
factual basis of many of the vecses 

Have young children observe the 
sky each_morning for several weeKS 
and make predictions about, the prob- 
ability oj ram Keep a record Using 
picture symbols of how the sky looks 
each morning, as well as of the actual 
weather conditions that, occur that 
day Are there any reliable indicators 
of coming fair or foul weather? 

February- 13: The first magazine pub- 
lished in America The American 
Magazine, was issued in Philadelphia 
in 1741. 

The making of a magazine is a 
worthwhile Ongoing class project for 
any grade. Save children s stories 
poems, reports, riddles, etc:, as they 
are wntterf throughout the rest of the 
year. A month or so before school 
ends : let children choose the bes[ 
samples of their work for inclusion in 
the magazine (A committee of 
children can help_select the material 
to be published ^Then have small 
groups edit this material, putting to 
work skijlsj earned over the year After 
it has been rewritten and proofread, 
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neither type it or let children print it, J 
ileaving room fo M I lustrai ions to be 
vBdcfed by class artists; Ran off encigh 
^copies of your magazine to give ole 
So each class member; with additional 
^copies for the school library and Jour 
Sown classroom. 

■ 

^February 21: The first United States 
^telephone book was circulated in 
£1878; it was issued by the New Haven 
^Telephone Company. 
&X Divide children Into groups of four. 
Wave each child write his telephone 
^number in the way we usually write 
£ seven digit numerals using commas 
•40 separate the millions, thousands 
£and hundreds. Ask each group to ar- 
its four numbers in order from 



smallest to largest. How many addi- 
ction exampte^ (each with two ad- 
dends) can four children write using 
^ftheir telephone numbers? How many 
^subtraction examples? 
■P -J fe w many n a me s aje_ listed in the 
£white pages of your community's 
yphone d i rectory? Ask c h i]d ren tq_f ind 
^■a way to make a reasonable estimate, 
Stheri discuss their procedures. 



February 23: Today is the birthday of 
' Samuel Pepys, born in Enoland in 
; ; 1633. ___ _____ _\. 

!' For nearly ten years. Pepys kept a 
diary in which he recorded details of 
his personal and professional hie, 
along with descriptions of important 
? historical events of his era. What 
made his diary so famous was that it 
was written in an elaborate code, 
^deciphered two centuries after his 
•'death. 

^-■Set aside ten minutes a da> when 
^Children can make entries in a diary 
iof their own. On most days let them 
-write whatever they wish; other days 
^you might assign a topic or a specific 
'writing form (a letter, an imaginary 
"dialogue, etc.): Be sure children un- 
derstand that their diaries are to be 
Iprivate— unless they wish to share 

^something they've written. 

• ; 

^February 26: Grand Canyon National 
Ifark was established in i 91 9 ; 
f^/Dispiay a map of ocr national 
Imparks. Let small groups of children 
«stody various parks to discover what 
; ^rnakes e a c h u ni q u e i n te rms oj its 
fgeographical features, flora and 
jlfauna.W^ in 
K preserving national parks?<.yvhat 
^problems currently threaten our na 
ptionai parks? What solutions can they 
^suggest to these problems? ■ 

— - — ! = ■ : 

zSandra Nye is an elementary school 
^teacher in West Babylon, NX 
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BY SANDRA NYE 

What's so special about March? Or 
January or April or any other month of 
the year for that matter? Each month 
provides the chance for a fresh start 
in your classroom, a new beginning 
for you and your students. It is also a 
package o f significan t ev en ts to learn 
about and celebrate — at any time dur- 
ing the month. 

' How To Celebrate March" begins 
with an overview that provide in in- 
sight into what makes this month spe- 
cial following the overview are 
additional events and ideas for class- 
room learning activities. 

A Look at March 

Nature provides its own beginnings in 
March; as the North Pole leans once 
again toward the sun, and increasing 
warmth and daylight prompt stirrings 
cf hew life. Skunk cabbages arid 
pussy willows bloom, wood frogs 
begin to chirp, and robins return to 
nr ^t_her_n regions Encourage chil- 
dren's sensitivity to these and other 
signs of spring, both by read ing about 
the season's transformations and by 
firsthand observation of them. 
. _ In spite of its promise of new life. 
March can be tempestuous and 
destructive In March 1888. a three- 
day blizzard raged in the eastern 
United States, causing 400 deaths . In 
March 1§25. 689 people were killed 
by a tornado that cut a wide swat h 
through parts of. Missouri; Illinois and 
Indiana Let children research the 
causes and effects of such extreme 
forms of v.v-Mther 

.March is Red Cross Month. Na- 
tional Nutrition Month (see "Contem- 
porary issues for Young Citizens' in 
this issue), and Youth Art Month; 
Weeks worthy of celebration include 
Women's History Week (March 6-12). 
National Music in Our Schools Week 
(March 7- 13). National Poison Pre- 
vention Week (March 13-19) arid 
National Wildlife Week (March 20-26). 

Eye n ts and A ct i v ities 
The Arts Are Fine. Youth Art Month is 
celebrated m March Prepare for an 
end-ofrMarch art exhibit by your stu- 
dents Gather together as many books 
for children as. you can. find descnb-. 
ing a variety of art mediums and tech- 
niques, as well as books of artwork 



reproductions; tet children help col- 
! ec t.3 r L m 3^LLaJs_and toois, including 
paints of different kinds; crayons; felt 
markers chalk pen and ink. clay and 
materials for needlework, prints and 
collages. 

__ To start children thinking about dif- 
ferent ways of expressing feelings 
and ideas artist caily check out Won- 
ders, Warriors and Beasts Abounding; 
How the Artist Sees His World by 
Beryl Barr (Doubleday, 1967); The 
reproductions oj artwork in this book 
offer a view of the many ways a sub- 
ject can be expressed artistically 

. Along with producing their own art, 
children might study the lives" and 
works of Vincent Van Gogh, Michelan- 
gelo, and photographer Edward Stei- 
chen, three artists born in March. 

Green Thumbs Up. Luther Burbank, 
an American horticulturist who spent 
his life improving existing plants and 
devetop.ing_new-Ones. was born on 
March 7 1849 Among the new plants 
he developed is the Shasta daisy, 
which, along with the sunflower, was 
being considered by the ninety- 
seventh Congress to become our na- 
^o n .aLtlpwer.(The _ni_nety-eighlh 
Congress may reintroduce the issue 
of selecting a national flower) 
. Have children locate resources that 
illustrate these two flowers and make 
a poster picturing them, with captions 
telling about each Exhibit the poster 
for other classes in your school and 
conduct a poll to determine the 
^^h 0 °TsJavprite oi the _ flowers. Have 
your class send the results of the poll, 
• along with individual letters stating^ 
each class member's own preference 
and reasons for that preference, to the 
members of Congress who represent 
your district. 

__Celebrate both Burba nk's birthday 
and the approach of spring by plant- 
ing seeds. Choose quick-sprouting 
seeds. such as lima beam; and radish- 
es or let children plant < < d-, from 
foods they eat. You might als. if iph 
the growth of plants and record 
changes in them, or conduct simple 
experiments aimed at showing what 
plants need for growth. 

Freedom for All. Harriet Tubman, 
born into slavery in about the year 



1821, died on March 10, 1913. 

A memorial near Harriet Tubman's 

home in Auburn, N.Y, reads: 

Called the Moses of her people 
During the Civil War, with rare 
Courage, she led over three 
. hundred 

Negroes up from slavery to freedom 
And rendered invaluable service 
As nurse and spy. 
In later life, after years spent helping 
slaves traverse the underground rail- 
road to safety and serving _as nurse, 
spy and scout during the Civil War, 
Tubman worked to, raise money for 
schools for newly freed slaves. Two 
books children might read are 
Runaway Stave: The- Story of-Harrict 
Tubman by Ann McGovern (Scho- 
lastic. 1965) and Jor older.children, 
Harriet Tubman: Guide to Freedom by 
Sam and Beryl Epstein (Garrard, 
1968). 

A Quiet Gesture. Marcel Marceau. 
French master of mime, was born in 
France on March 22; 1923: Mime is a 
dramatic form that generally employs 
actions to the exclusion of words. Pro- 
vide brief periods when children can 
perform mime Young children can 
pretend to be anirrnls or plants, or 
can mimic people "<gaged in various 
activities: A box of simple props can 
stimulate imaginations Or provide an 
empty box; and let children take turns 
imagining that a particular ijem js in 
the box, taking it out and playing with 
it. then returning it. Encourage the au- 
dience for these pantomimes to wait 
until the end of each performance to 
guess the object or action. 

Classroom Cuisine. Fannie Farmer, 
the first cookbook author to use stan- 
dard measurements, was born on 
March 23, .1857. Before her time, 
recipes called for such measurements 
as butter the size of an egg 1 or a 
handful of [lour Let children invent 
their own_recipes— for something ac- 
tually edible or for something fanciful, 
such as Witchs Brew or Leprechaun 
Stew — using standard measurements 
arid giving specific instructions for 
mixing and cooking. ■ 



Sandra Nye is an elementary school 
teacher in West Babylon, N.Y, 
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Hew To Celebrate April and May 



BY SANDRA NYE 

Wftat's so special about April? Or 
May? Or any other month of the year 
for that matter? Each month provides 
the chance for a fresh start in your 
classroom, a new beginning for you 
and your students — even when it is 
dose to the year's end. Each month is 
also a package of significant dates to 
learn about and celebrate. 

"How To Celebrate April and May" 
begins with an overview that pro\ ides 
an insight into what makes these 
montns special. Following the over-_ 
view are additional events and ideas 
for classroom learning activities. 

A Look at April and May 

"April showers bring May flowers" 
goes the [ami'iar rh^me, and these 
two months, which bring soring to its 
full bloomy are ah ideal time for inves- 
tigating both showers and flowers. 
Have children make a rain gauge by 
marking off 15 centimeters with a 
waterproof pen on a strip of water- 
proof tape, then attaching the tape 
(with zero at the bottom) to the out- 
side of a wide-mouthed jar. Leave the 
jar in an open area, check it after, 
each rainfall, and keep a graph of the 
results of spring rains. 

Spring is a good time to study 
microhabitats in the neighborhood. 
Small Worlds: A Field Trip Guide by 
Helen Ross Russell (Little, Brown, 
1972); Nature Activities for Early 
Childhood by danet^Jickelsburg 
(Addispn^VesLey, 1976); and Nature 
With Children of All Ages by Edith A. 
Sisson (Prentice-Hall, 1982) are all ex- 
cellent sources of suggestions for 
studying the natural world. 

On the subject of excursions into 
the wild, several well-known ex- 
peditions came to successful ends 
during April and May: Robert E. Peary 
and his party, after jive failed at- 
tempts, finally, reached the North Pole 
on A p ril 6 ,_ 1909. Ch arles Li n d I be rg h 
made his soJoJIight across the Atlan- 
tic in May 1927; and on May 28, 1967, 
Sir Francis Chichester completed hi_s 
solo trip around the world by boat. A 
party led by Edmund Hillary became 
the first to reach the summit oi Mount 
Everest in May _1 953; an]j_in_May 
1 975, dunko Tabei, a Japanese moan- 
&D^f^^^^. ^ f ir st woman to 
scale the mountain. 



Special d^V-S ioc'vde Easter, which 
falls on April 3 this year Mother's Day 
(May 8); and Mern°na_l_ Dgy (May 36): 
At 2 00 a m on t_h e ,ast Sunday of 
April, daylight sav ,n 9 tim Q begins. 

Events and Activities 
A Time for 0Obk3« International 
Children's B09k and the 
birthday of H an s £- nri stig n Anderson 
•provide an excellent opp or tunity 
to promote c hi| dr0- n 's understand- 
ing of people of gt n er cultures. 
Gather together and display for 
your student^ boO ks abo u t people 
of other countries and cultures. En- 
courage children, as the y read these 
books, to not 8 the differences be- 
tween the m s e| Ve5 a nd the people in 
the books, #s w e ll a s the similarities. 
Djscuss hovy P$oP ,es differences can 
enrich life r a ih ^ tnan thr eaten it. 

It's AH in th0 Gar* 16 : A ^onster-size 
Monopoly g^me — w '* h a gameboard 
550 square feet^was_set up in Hun- 
tingdon; P a ., °n AP nl 29. 1967. Give 
your math cl^ ss an- exerc 'se in figur- 
ing ratio by providing calculators, 
measuringLt^o's, ^ re 3ulatiori Monop- 
oly set and t^ese 3 ae stio_ ns to answer: 
If the Huntingdon Monopoly game- 
board was 5§0 sq Ljare feet, what was 
the size of e^ch ot individual 
properties .a^d of the four corner 
squares? WH at wO u| d the dimensions 
of_the_m_one/» tn e title .cards, and the 
Community Chest an d Chance cards, 
be? (To mak^ ^gu^ng easier, suggest 
that students round off the measure- 
ments of the .equipment i n the stan- 
dard set to t^ e newest quarter inch.) 
What size w 0 u, d thAdice; the houses 
and hotels, 0 n tf th e Playing pieces 
be? 



May Day | b taw Discuss with 
your class th e rea^ 0n s that societies 
have laws, and s o^ e of the ways that 
laws evolve. Also discuss the com- 
plexity of laW , s_— b? th .the difficulty in 

wrltihsLcleais fa 'r iem ancJ the diffi- 
culty in interp re tin9 them. To Illustrate 
this complexly. di^Lde the class into 
groups, and as, < e^ ch gro u p to write 
arid post o n 0 f° r the classroom. •-. 
After the ruj^s are Posted j talk about 
them. Do chi'drenJ^erpret them, in ?■ 
di fferent w ays? QO-^e rules contain 



loopholes or ambiguities? is it. desir- 
able to have open-ended laws? 

For an e lieciaining look at law, read 
Yol Can t "eahuts in Church and 
Other Little-Known Laws by Barbara 
Seuiing (Doubleday, 1975). 

Focus on Composers. The first week 
o f May ts an appropriate time to intro- 
duce (or reintroduce) children to a few 
of the great composers. On May 7, 
1824, Beethoven's Ninth Symphony 
was performed for the first time; Play 

this symphony for your class (the 

public library may have a recording of 
it), and let children react to it. What 
images and feelings does the music 
evoke? Allow children, if they wish, to 
express their tactions to the various 
parts of the music through movement, 
pictures or in writing. 

May 7 is also the birthday of Johan- 
nes Brahms (18331 as well as of Peter 
I Itch Tchaikovsky (1840), whose Nat- 
cracker Suite is probably familiar to 
most children; They may also have 
heard Prokofiev's Peter and the Wolf, 
but it's a good time to play it anyway; 
it premiered in the USSR on May 2, 
1936. (A fine film. version o\ Peter and 
the Wolf is available from Pyramid 
Film and Video. PO. Box 1048, Santa 
Monica, CA 90406, for $425 pur- 
chase; $55 rental.) 



Silent Spring. Rachel Carson, born 
May 27, 1907, was a biologist and 
writer whose powerful book Silent 
Spring soanded a warning about the 
d a n<§e rs_ of i n d u stria] wastes to the 
world's ecology. As children delve into 
stu di es of nature and con se r vat ion , 
have them also Consider the effects of 
industrial wastes on the environment. 

One way to do that is to trace _ 
wastes (such as those containing mer- 
cury) through a food chain. Let small 
groups each choose a pollutant that 
affects a food chain, then make a 
poster or mobile showing the plants . 
and an ima is in that cha in. G i ven the 
movement of pollutants through food 
chains, as well as by air and water; 
what conclusions can students draw 
about the far-reaching implications of 
pollution? ■ .. •j^ ; .. r ^M'.h^^' 

Sandra Nye is an elementary school ? 
teacher in West Babylon, N.Y " •• v~v* 
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